
Character Development for Writers Group 

 

5000 Writing Prompts, page 218 

Natural Enemies Prompts 

Conflict is at the heart of a good story, and some characters seem destined to butt heads. Of course, in 

some cases, the same characters may also have a lot in common. Some of the parings on this list could 

be friends who bicker about a particular issue. Most of them could be true adversaries. They could even 

be enemies who wind up becoming friends or falling in love. Try writing about one of these pairs.  

1. A vegan and a steakhouse owner 

2. Soldiers of opposing armies 

3. A celebrity and a tabloid photographer 

4. A moderator on a website and an internet troll 

5. A neat person and a slob 

6. A cat lover and someone who’s scared of cats 

7. A jock and a nerd 

8. Owners of two competing shops or restaurants in a small town 

9. A city lover and an outdoorsy type 

10. An eternal optimist and a pessimist  

 

 

 

  



Book example: Zoe Rosenthal is Not Lawful Good by Nancy Werlin 

Different types of characters: 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 


